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 Ark Medical’s Save Our Students Initiative is designed to provide life-saving 
equipment in classrooms and emergency response training to educators that would 
empower them to rapidly treat victims of gunfire.  The goal of the program is to increase 
the likelihood of survival in the incident of an active shooter situation.  
 
School shootings such as those that have taken place at Columbine High School, Virginia 
Tech University, and Sandy Hook Elementary, and others rob students and educators of 
the innocence that should be found in schools and have resulted in significant loss of life.  
 
There is a continuing debate in the U.S. about how to stop these events from happening. 
While this debate is constructive, it is very likely that school shootings will continue 
regardless of what laws are passed or what weapons are banned. Evil and troubled 
individuals will always find ways to commit acts of violence. In the face of this reality, 
Ark Medical seeks to provide the equipment and knowledge to help educators treat those 
wounded in these incidents, thus saving lives.  
 
When the body is injured by gunfire, response time is critical. The longer the injury goes 
untreated, the higher the likelihood of mortality. Fire and EMS agencies, as well as police 
departments, across the country know this well and have adopted response policies that 
get the first responders to the wounded as fast as possible in order to provide simple life 
saving procedures. The evidence shows that using simple medical devices and procedures 
such as applying a tourniquet to control bleeding, or by placing a chest seal over a 
gunshot wound, can mean the difference between life or death. Virginia Tech provides a 
perfect example. A male student suffered a gunshot wound to his thigh cutting his 
femoral artery in half. His life was saved by a SWAT medic who applied a tourniquet to 
stop the bleeding. That basic skill, which takes 15 seconds to execute, saved his life. 
Knowing that time is critical and that simple skills can save lives, we must empower 
educators with the necessary skills and equipment to do so. 
 
Ark Medical has developed the Save Our Students Initiative (SOSI) to meet address this 
need. The SOSI is a two-part program. The first part of the program entails equipping  
each participating classroom with a small case that includes the medical equipment 
needed to treat up to five people in the event someone is wounded by gunfire. Each 
Classroom kit would be equipped with a small sealed kit that could treat up to five 
injured students and would contain the following: 
 
5 - M.E.T. Tourniquets 
5 - Occlusive Dressings 
5 - Compressed Gauze 
5 - Pressure Bandages 
1 - Instruction Card 
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These simple to use medical devices have been proven, with decades of supporting 
evidence, to save lives. By having this equipment available with in seconds of someone 
being wounded, the survival rate of the those injured dramatically increases.  
 
The second part of the program provides training that teaches educators simple life-
saving skills that will empower them with the ability to make a difference. The training is 
a 4 hour, hands on, class which instructs our educators the “When and How” to use the 
equipment found in the classroom kit. Topics include: 
 
Basic Bleeding Control 
Tourniquet usage 
Wound Packing 
Pressure Dressing application 
Chest Wound Management 
Basic Airway Management 
 
A lack of funding currently prevents most school districts from being able to implement 
this initiative. However, if Congress were fund the equipment for the SSI, Ark Medical 
will  provide the instruction portion free of charge. If the funding were approved and a 
school decided to implement the SOSI, Ark Medical would handle the procurement, 
packaging and delivery of all the needed equipment. Ark Medical would then train each 
teacher in smaller schools and provide “train the trainer” classes for larger schools. Taken 
together, Ark Medical would provide all of the services needed to implement the 
program, reducing the time and expense that often comes with working with multiple 
vendors.  
 
To ensure that this life-saving program is put into practice, educators, parents and citizens 
are encouraged to contact their Congressional Representatives and Senators and ask them 
to fund the School Safety Initiative. 
 
 
 
	  


